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ANCDF 
Project Update

In addition to the installation and 
setup of the Static Detonation 
Chamber (SDC), the Anniston 

Chemical Agent Disposal Facility 
(ANCDF) has several other signifi cant 
activities currently under way or 
looming on the horizon.

Those include:

• Continuing work on the current 
4.2-inch HT mustard mortar campaign. 
As for this writing, the ANCDF has 
processed 201,522 rounds and 101,131 
gallons of mustard.

• Preparations for processing Ton 
Containers fi lled with HD mustard for a 
campaign scheduled to begin in October. 
The campaign to demilitarize these Ton 
Containers will run concurrently with 
the on-going campaign to destroy 4.2-
inch HT mortars.

• The Linear Projectile Mortar 
Disassembly (LPMD), which is helping 
to develop operating procedures and 
practices and test equipment for sister 
sites in Richmond, Ky., and Pueblo, 

Colo., fi nished processing 4.2-inch HT 
mortars early in the month and is now 
getting up to speed on a campaign to 
process 105mm HD mustard munitions.

• Work by ANCDF employees 
to perform an annual Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act 
inspection on the facility’s liquid 
incinerator.

• Work by ANCDF’s Closure Team 
to prepare the facility’s ion exchange 
system for removal as part of closure 
activities.

• Town hall meetings with ANCDF 
employees across the site to discuss the 
status of the Chemical Demilitarization 
Program, the progress of operations 
at ANCDF and staffi ng approaches 
to closure and the Stay and Perform 
Program. The purpose of these meetings 
was to give ANCDF management a 
chance to brief employees with available 
information on the topics above and to 
get feedback and answer questions from 
employees about what lies ahead as the 
road to closure grows shorter. 

We anticipated that there would be 
some challenges with construction but 
none of us expected the magnitude or 
scope of what we have been faced with 
and have worked so hard to overcome. 

For instance, the weather has been 
a major challenge. We had higher-than-
normal temperatures all summer, and we 
had to adjust our work schedules for both 
our crew and those of our subcontractors.  
Some of our vendors actually brought in 
additional personnel so they could have 
more rest cycles because of the higher 
temperatures.

Maintaining our focus on safety is 

always one of our utmost concerns here at 
ANCDF, and it has been no different with 
the SDC project. As we always do, we 
have found ways to adapt and overcome 
the obstacles while still maintaining 
our usual high standards for safety and 
environmental compliance. 

Our work here on the SDC has 
also been another fi ne example of the 
teamwork that exists throughout ANCDF.

The support from the rest of our 
teammates here at ANCDF has been 
amazing, and I personally thank you.  
Without the excellent support the SDC 
Team has received from the Anniston 
Army Depot (ANAD), the Field Offi ce, 
the various ANCDF departments and 
crews here at the facility we would not be 
where we are today. 

With construction complete, we 
begin systematization and testing. 
When operations begin we will process 
munitions that have been problems for us 
here in the past. In the past, processing 
these munitions required an extensive 
amount of resources and direct employee 
handling to manually demilitarize these 
rounds. The SDC signifi cantly eliminates 
those employee risks.

We will do this with an eye on the 
future, knowing the lessons we learn here 
will be the basis for the principles used 
by subsequent SDC projects. We will 
also do so with a tremendous sense of 
accomplishment and gratitude for being 
given the opportunity to write our own 
unique chapter in the book of chemical 
weapons demilitarization history.

SDC ...
Continued from page 1

Dynasafe Sweden team members 
are (left to right) Hakan Olsson, 
Roland Arkelius, Bjorn Nielsen and 
Lars Sanden.

Dynasafe Sweden team members 
are (left to right) Karl-Heinz Jahn, 
Holger Weigel and Dr. Thomas 
Stock.
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Static Detonation Cham

Terry Staggs Charles Diggs Tim BondsGene WellsRuss Glesner

The fi rst SDC containers 
arrive on site.

Unloading the fi rst 
container.

Cover being removed 
from the fi rst contain-
er downloaded.

SDC containers 2 and 3 being 
stacked.

Stacking of the SDC.
SDC containers initial off-
loading at the SDC site after 
their arrival.

Dena Greene

The Anniston Static Detonation Chamber (SDC) is house
used to enhance the safe processing of problematic mun
completion date of April 20, 2012. The SDC was fully asse
and shipped to Anniston on May 25, 2010. Construction i
and operations to follow. 
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ber Facility takes shape

Michael Prickett Jeremy CobbKeith Chapman Larry Sheffi eld Joey Young

First rib of the sprung 
structure going up.

Moving the fi rst off gas 
treatment containers into 
place.

Monitoring house being 
lowered into placed.

Cable tray installation 
inside the sprung 
structure.

d in the sprung structure shown above. The SDC will be 
ntions to ensure ANCDF meets the Chemical Weapons 
embled by UXB in Sweden then factory accepted tested 
is complete with commissioning, systemization, testing 

Keith Williams

Photos by Keith Chapman 
and Jimmy Creed

Completed SDC container 
stacking.
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